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quences of each option for the suspect, the criminal justice official, the 
criminal justice agency, and the broader community. Throughout this 
book, we include boxed features that ask you to read a criminal justice 
scenario and engage in the ethical decision-making process. The “Ethical 

Individual decides
whether to commit a

crime.  

The crime victim
decides whether to

call the police. 

A police of	cer
decides if a crime

has been committed.

A police of	cer
decides whether to
arrest an offender.

Police leaders decide
amount of resources

to devote to
investigation.

Prosecutor decides
whether to go to trial.

If a plea bargain
occurs, the judge

decides whether to
accept the plea.

Prosecutor and
defense attorney
decide whether to

plea bargain.

Prosecutor decides
whether the case

should be prosecuted.

Magistrate decides
whether to grant bail
or hold suspect in jail.

Judge decides if there
is enough evidence

for trial.

Judge, prosecutor,
and defense attorney
decides who jurors

will be.

Prosecutor and
defense attorney

decide which
witnesses to call.

Judge decides
whether rules are
being followed in

court.

Jury decides guilt or
innocence.

Probation and parole
of	cials decide

whether offenders are
abiding by

conditions of release.

Corrections of	cials
decide whether

offender violated court
orders.

Corrections of	cials
decide where sanction

will be applied.

Judge decides how to
sentence offender.

Judge decides
whether to dismiss

guilty verdict.

Decisions Made in the Criminal Justice ProcessFIGURE 1.5

One of the most powerful decisions made in the criminal justice process occurs during the sentencing hearing.
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